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INTRODUCTION

The problem of character crisis facing this nation can be said to be unfinished homework. Various
policies have been taken by stakeholders in education to improve the character of the nation's
children (Baroroh, 2012). Every change in the character strengthening curriculum always gets a
leading position, however, the expected character improvements do not seem to get satisfactory
results (Julaeha, 2019). The decline in character values can be seen from the increasing number of
bad behavior that does not reflect good character (Syahrul et al., 2022). The increasing number of
crime, drug abuse, corruption, low sense of nationalism and the ease with which people are
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provoked by cultural sentiments show that the character education that has been aspired so far is
still far from expectations (Utami, 2019). Moreover, with the weakening of the bonds of unity, low
social sensitivity and increasing individualism among the community, it is increasingly clear that
programmed character education has not been successful (Purnomo, 2014).

The various phenomena described above require educational institutions as character-
forming students to conduct self-evaluation and work even harder. Character education is a key
solution to the emergence of a character crisis today (Kusumawati, 2016). In the context of
education, character must continue to be developed in order to create an ideal nation generation in
accordance with the national education goals that have been programmed by the government (Sari
et al., 2022). One of the goals of national education is that each participant is expected to have noble
ethics according to his nature as a civilized creature of God. Seeing the gap between reality and the
goals of national education, strengthening character education is a must (Purnomo, 2014). Schools
must be able to strengthen character education in order to achieve ethical, aesthetic, literacy, and
kinesthetic harmony in students (Subadar, 2017). The goal is none other than preparing students to
have good character so that when they return to society they can become good citizens, namely
citizens who obey the law, have ethics and behave according to applicable norms (Yanti et al.,
2016).

There are various ways to internalize character values in schools, one of which is through
school culture (Labudasari & Rochmah, 2018). However, many schools have not optimized school
culture as a reinforcement for character education. So far, more character education is conveyed
informatively through cognitive learning, students memorize more about goodness but never do
that goodness (Meilani et al., 2021). In theory, students understand character theory, but in
practice, it doesn't exist. The implication is that students are only able to answer cognitively but are
not able to manifest in behavior. Based on this phenomenon, it is necessary to strengthen character
through school culture. This is following one opinion which states that school culture has an
important role in strengthening character. Through school culture, students can be accustomed to
performing rituals that contain character values. In the long term, if the school culture is
implemented properly, the hope of improving the character of students in the future will be
realized.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This research is designed in the form of library research. Sources of data in this study are research
results that have been published in scientific journals, both national and international journals.
Apart from articles in scientific journals, the source of data in this research is a collection of
proceedings, books and other relevant literature sources. The research stages include data
collection, data classification, data analysis, and drawing conclusions. Data collection is done by
accessing Google Scholar, Proquest and other accessible digital libraries. The collected sources are
then analyzed and sorted based on the content contained in them. Irrelevant literature sources are
separated so that the discussion of research results does not go out of context. The selected data
sources are then studied in depth and compared with other sources to obtain a synthesis of the
proposed answers. To get a comprehensive conclusion, the results of the study are then discussed
with existing theories so that the research conclusions can be fully understood

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

The urgency of internalizing character education through school culture

School culture is defined as habits that are carried out by schools repeatedly, consistently, and
systematically so that they form a culture. School culture is obtained from a collection of norms,
values as well as beliefs, and habits that are the school's persona (Efianingrum, 2013). This is what
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distinguishes one school from another because school culture is unique. The school culture has
been built for a long time and involves all school members collaborating with parents and the
community. This is following one opinion which states that school culture is built by teachers,
students, parents, and school administrators over time to become a complex network of traditions
(Peterson, 2002). School culture has a strong influence on how students and other school members
think and behave. The form of school culture can be realized in the form of symbols and stories as
a form of communication of core values, building commitment, strengthening the mission, and a
sense of togetherness. This can strengthen the learning process and support the school's vision. The
ability of school residents to understand and shape school culture is the most decisive aspect of
school success in student learning. In school culture, there are interpersonal relationships, habits,
moral codes, and irrational sanctions between school members. It is the accumulation of the
school's cultural values that can form the character of students at school (Tondeur et al., 2009).

School culture has several important elements, both concrete and abstract. These elements
include a system of rules, moral values that are upheld, and a learning climate in schools. These
good values must be passed down by the school from generation to generation (Maggio, 1982).
School culture can be formed because of the school's awareness to educate students to become
good individuals through the delivery of knowledge, attitudes, and skills. The results of previous
studies indicate that school culture affects the effectiveness of school functions (Lee & Bowen,
2006). Aspects of school culture that influence school culture include vision and values, ceremonies
and celebrations, history and stories, and architecture and artifacts. Vision and values in school
culture are the most important aspects because they involve positive norms that are firmly held by
all school members in behavior. Several facts prove that school culture can have implications for
improving school quality (Hallinger & Kantamara, 2001). Through school culture, it is easier for
teachers to increase productivity and performance to improve the quality of education.

School culture can also improve the ability of teachers to build collaboration and effective
communication in problem solving in schools. Furthermore, school culture can encourage a spirit
of change towards progressive improvement and innovation (Kusdaryani et al., 2016). All school
members whose commitment has been formed will be motivated, uphold values and form noble
attitudes and behavior. This is because school culture has an orientation in shaping the
psychological and emotional spirit of all school members, including students. However, if the
school is not able to develop an optimistic spirit, a negative culture will be formed which has an
impact on improving the behavior of school residents. Therefore, it is necessary to have rules and
policies that can shape the behavior of students both in writing and through daily habits.
According to (Sobri et al., 2019) the role of habituation in the formation of student behavior is very
large. In addition, in the formation of student behavior, there needs to be an example, because the
teacher's example is a hidden curriculum. Habituation and example that is carried out
continuously in schools can be attached so that every student can get used to good behavior.
School culture is not just a habit that has no meaning. School culture can support the improvement
of academic and non-academic achievement and character. Regarding character, school culture has
a very large contribution to character building (Ngalu, 2019). This is related to the development of
good habits that can encourage the emergence of religious values, democracy, discipline, honesty,
love of peace and others. School culture ultimately has a symbolic role and becomes a determinant
of school success in academic, non-academic and character fields (Aras, 2021).

School culture is the most important part of the education system in shaping the character of
students. School culture is all activities, habits, customs, and beliefs that have become an important
part of a school. According to the results of research (Norianda et al., 2017), conducive school
culture can play a role in improving student achievement and motivation which is correlated with
character growth. In this study, the culture developed was Friday blessing. Through this culture,
students can have a strong character, love health, have a responsibility and have high social
sensitivity. Forming a school culture cannot be done instantly, but must go through stages on an
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ongoing basis. The most important thing to create a good school culture is the support of all school
members. One form of support is the example of the principal and teachers and all students in
following the school culture. There are various ways to internalize character values, one of which is
by turning on extracurricular activities at school. According to (Nashihin, 2019) activities, habits,
customs, and beliefs are containers in the formation of the character of students at school.

Mainstreaming school culture as a reinforcement of character values

Character is an accumulation of a series of attitudes, behaviors, motivations and skills. Character
building requires a long process of practice and habituation (Anshori, 2014). Everyone has their
own responsibility for the character that is developed. Good character will be formed if there is
support from family, school and community (Indarwati, 2020). Therefore character must be grown
and developed through a deliberate process, one of which is through the educational process.
Schools have a role in instilling character values, including moral, ethical and noble character
values. In the context of education, character development is a general goal of learning and
education in schools. The role of the school is very large in the formation of student character.
Character building is also included in the priority of national development which has the
aspiration to form human beings who have noble, moral, ethical, cultured and civilized character
(Mardhiyah et al., 2021). Therefore, education as a deliberate process has an obligation to shape
human beings as expected by the general public, because the ultimate goal of education is not only
intelligence but character intelligence.

Character can control a person's thoughts and behavior. Furthermore, character can also
determine a person's success in living life, achieving goals and solving problems (Sardiman, 2010).
Character education in schools can not only be delivered through knowledge learning, but can also
be practiced through habituation. This is because character education will not have a meaningful
meaning if it is only informative without any action. The determinants of the success of character
education are discipline, commitment, and application (Labudasari & Rochmah, 2018). The
accumulation of these three factors if done continuously will become a habit. The objectives of
character education include developing the attitudes of students to become citizens with character
and national insight, having commendable behavior, having a responsible attitude, and being able
to develop a safe and peaceful learning environment.

Various research results show that school culture has a very important role in shaping the
character of students. In school culture, character values can be implemented through school
culture through habituation, for example, stakeholder involvement, compliance with school rules,
school branding, literacy, and extracurricular activities (Indarwati, 2020). Furthermore (Indarwati,
2020) said that through the implementation of character education in school culture, students
become pious individuals, students have high moral integrity, and students have moral character.
According to (Wardhani & Wahono, 2017) strengthening, the character of students cannot be
separated from the role of the teacher as an example. Character education in schools must provide
role models for students. With the example of the teacher, students can develop good values,
attitudes, and behavior. Students not only have an understanding of values but also an
understanding and belief in the values that they want to be formed because of the exemplary
figures. This is following the statement (Asy'ari et al., 2022) which states that one of the goals of
character education is oriented towards changing the mindset of people who are advanced with a
broad perspective on sustainable development. Strengthening school culture requires collaboration
between all elements, including the family. According to (Gerdes et al., 2022), (and Murray et al.,
2008) cooperation between families and schools can support the success of programs planned by
schools. Moreover, with character strengthening, the family must provide full support so that the
school culture that is formed can be carried out properly. This is following the opinion
(Rahayuningtyas & Mustadi, 2018) that the cultivation and development of character values in
children is more appropriate if it is done early on and starts from the family, school, then
community. Every student needs to be guided to have noble ethics and grow according to their
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nature both as God's creatures and as social beings (Subadar, 2017). The educational environment
in this case plays a role in developing ethical, aesthetic, literacy, and kinesthetic harmony in
students. Based on various research results that have been described, it can be concluded that the
mainstreaming of character education through school culture is the answer to the declining
character possessed by students today. School culture must be strengthened by increasing the
quality and quantity of activities that lead to the formation of the character of students.

CONCLUSION

The results of the study of previous research found the answer formulation that mainstreaming
school culture as a reinforcement of character values can be done in various ways, including
teacher examples, school settings, good refraction, and reinforcing student behavior. Strengthening
school culture as character building is the answer and solution to the decline in students'
understanding of character values today. Based on the results of this study, each school is advised
to build a school culture so that character education can be strengthened. The development of
school culture can be done by increasing activities that lead to improving the character of students.
The results of this study can contribute as a reference in the development of character education in
schools, especially those based on school culture. This study has limitations in terms of
methodology, namely only using the library method. Therefore it is hoped that the next researcher
will conduct research using field research methods.
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